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A CT photo of invasive pulmonary aspergillosis
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Experiment carried out in P3 laboratory
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The Institute of Food Microbiology Chiba Medical College was
originally established in 1946 in Izumi-town, Narashino-city. The
institute was a research facility for food poisoning with the objec-
tive of investigating its cause and mechanism of onset. In 1949,
the institute was renamed the “Institute of Food Microbiology of
Chiba University”. In 1973, the institute was reorganized as the
“Research Institute for Chemobiodynamics”, and in 1987, it was
again reorganized as a national joint usage facility, the “Research
Center for Pathogenic Fungi and Microbial Toxicoses”.

The Medical Mycology Research Center (MMRC) has special-
ized in the study of fungal infections since 1997. In 2002, the
Center’s Core Research Base Development Program: Pathogenic
Microorganisms was certified as a National Bioresource Project.
Further, MMRC was certified as a Joint Usage / Research Center
by MEXT in 2010. Since 2009, a director from outside the uni-
versity has been appointed with the goal of strengthening basic
research capabilities, developing the scope of joint usage and
joint research projects, creating interdisciplinary research ar-
eas, and promoting international joint research activities.

Concurrently, in 2014, MMRC opened an outpatient clinic
specializing in fungal infectious diseases at the University hos-
pital to strengthen clinical research activities that integrated
basic research and clinical practice. In addition, MMRC super-
vises the pediatric infectious disease outpatient clinic. Upon
the establishment of the Chiba University Research Institute
of Disaster Medicine in 2022, we have been participating in the
Division of Pandemic and Post-disaster Infectious Diseases, tar-
geting serious respiratory infections associated with large-scale

natural disasters.
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