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Since the late 1990s, the development of information infra-
structure at universities has progressed with the advancement
of information and communication technology. University li-
braries have been expected to be further strengthened and up-
graded to support research and education. In this context, the
Chiba University Library has been working to provide electron-
ic resources, to promote open access by improving its informa-
tion dissemination functions, and to provide an environment
and framework to support students’ independent learning.

The number of print books in the library collection peaked
at around 1,435,000 in FY2002, since when it began to decrease.
This was caused mainly by the introduction of electronic mate-
rials and the removal of duplicate materials. Remote access to
materials has also improved.

Digitization has significantly impacted the dissemination of
research output from universities. In 2005, we launched the Chi-
ba University Repository for Access to Outcomes from Research:
CURATOR, the first institutional repository among Japanese
universities. In addition, we made digitized academic resourc-
es owned by Chiba University widely available on the web with

International Image Interoperability Framework (IIIF) technol-
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ogy in FY2018 to promote the use of scholarly resources in edu-
cation and research.

The establishment of the Academic Link Center (April 2011),
along with the renovation of the Main Library (March 2012) and
the remodeling of the Horticultural Science Library (November
2019), was conducted under the concept of Academic Link aim-
ing to nurture “thinking students” through the three functions
of learning space, content, and human support. The target user
group was expanded to include graduate students and young re-
searchers in FY2017. The center’s faculty, library staff, and stu-
dent assistants have provided face-to-face and online learning
and research support.

Our activities are not intended only for Chiba University us-
ers. The Academic Link Professional Staff Development Program
for Educational and Learning Support, which was launched in
July 2015 after having been selected as a Joint Usage / Education
Center by the MEXT, has enjoyed the participation of staff mem-
bers from various universities. The learning and research sup-
port portal sites, designed originally for Chiba users in FY2020,

are also open to the public.
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