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Legal System Reform and the Birth of Chiba Law School

As we enter the 21st century, Japan requires highly trans-
parent rules based on post-checks rather than pre-regulations.
Qualities required for the legal profession include rich human-
ity and sensitivity, wide-ranging education and specialized le-
gal knowledge, flexible thinking, as well as a sense of human
rights. The establishment of the law school system was started
as an institution to train legal professionals with the necessary
qualities.

Chiba University has already established the Graduate School
of Social Sciences, and has produced excellent human resourc-
es. Thus, in April 2004, the “Senmon-houm kenkyu-ka” (Law
School) was established based on the Graduate School of Social

Sciences.

Cultivating human resources in the legal profession who never
forget the viewpoint of the people, “for each living individual”
Unlike large-scale law schools in Tokyo, Chiba Law School is
located in Chiba Prefecture, the Tokyo metropolitan area. Its
goal is to cultivate legal professionals who are considerate of the
socially vulnerable, and the phrase “for every living person” is
used to express this simply. Today, this slogan has become es-
tablished as the educational philosophy of the law school, and is
also adopted in curriculum policy. As a small law school, we are

working to develop capable legal professionals.

Chiba Law School and Social Responsibility

From 2006 to 2022, Chiba Law School produced 329 successful
candidates for the bar examination. Considering Chiba Univer-
sity’s 75-year history, this is just 19 years, but during that time,

graduates of this law school have gained specialized legal knowl-
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Graduate student study room available 24 hours a day

HB HIBICHRZE U7 IRR R E R e LT ABUC K 1R %
BB T NT WD, 2 R WFTE ICF DRI LD
BIEWOBERE HZICBT. ZhEHMmoRTsEe LTl
AZXTVBE—ADEDDIDIT L NI b DH B, BITE, 2D
ZRE AR OBEERY LTESA L. DY F254KY
BB L TE D, AEEEB40H O/ N RED -2
— e LTHARIEE M OE RICHOHA TN,

TRERFFERR B AR E I

ARBFFERHE, 20064 22 520224F % TI2329% O Al iERER
AEEREE L TE L, FTERFPISEOELE 2SR EDH
FTOLIVEBOBHBIZH, ZORICATIER OB T E1Z, 2
EH&EMTHAEL - REE - BHELLTDHL2VIEERTS
BETHEMNRENHNREZET52H L LTUERL TV, K
5DTEREE AU AR WDICE B2 M 23250
L HARICHKL TE 722050 TH 2,

2021 IS EE ERAIEREICLoT. WD W S IEE
I — A AR A S A AR B A B R SR A
FH M OHRE R PE L OEE - A BE 22T
AN BIEHIBEEZ BTz, £z, 20234101, TR P22 B
FE DB E STz,

FERKA BRI ORHRIEZHTH 20 RIS HRE
HALLTBD, SBRIFEN=— DR 220 13H->THIRS
CEERV SIE ARSI D B T 5050 5 1EE 238
T XNBRHRIIR N Vo TV, TOXIREHIHICH-
TOREEREEE LT ERBE N 2RI TOL IR
ERHCRE SN R THHEH TDH 2,

TERF

FANEFHERT OWHE R 2 L 7ol R E
Lecture room modeled after the Legal Training and Research Institute

edge as lawyers, prosecutors, and judges all over the
country, as well as in public offices and companies.
Looking at their activities, it is clear how this law
school has sent out promising human resources and
contributed to society.

In 2021, the reform of the legal training system
introduced the so-called “hoso” course system, and
the law school also decided to accept graduates of
specific universities. In addition, in 2023, a system
that allowed students to take exams while still in
school began.

The road ahead for law school accreditation is
daunting, but society is becoming more diverse and
complex, and while the need for the law may in-
crease, it is unlikely ever to decrease. In this period
of change, it is the mission and responsibility of this
law school to continue to make unremitting efforts

as a legal training institution.
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Professor Yoichi Hayashi’s final lecture
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