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The Graduate School of Humanities
and Studies on Public Affairs (GSHSPA)
serves as an educational institution with
master’s and doctoral courses covering
humanities and social sciences. GSHS-
PA has faculty members of the Graduate
School of Humanities, Graduate School of
Social Sciences, Graduate School of Glob-
al and Transdisciplinary Studies, and
Faculty of Education, who teach gradu-
ate students. As such, the most notable
feature of GSHSPA is that specialists in
a variety of research fields covering hu-
manities and social sciences conduct in-
terdisciplinary education.

When Chiba University began offering
graduate education in humanities and so-
cial sciences in 1985, only master’s cours-
es in literature and social sciences were
available for humanities and social sci-
ences, respectively. Thereafter, in 1995,
the Graduate School of Social Sciences
and Cultures (GSSSC), which only had a
doctoral course covering humanities and
social sciences, was established to con-
duct interdisciplinary graduate educa-
tion. In 2006, in reorganizing GSSSC into
the Graduate School of Humanities and
Social Sciences (GSHSS), the university

integrated the GSSSC’s master’s courses
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for humanities and social sciences and placed this
master’s course in GSHSS. This reorganization en-
abled interdisciplinary graduate education through
the master’s and doctoral courses.

GSHSS was established as an educational and
research institution, which had full-time research
associates. Some faculty members of the Faculty of
Letters and the Faculty of Law and Economics also
served as GSHSS’s research staff. In 2017, however, in
accordance with the university’s policy for separat-
ing research and educational organizations, GSHSS
was reorganized into GSHSPA as an educational
institution. In parallel, GSHSPA reformed the cur-
riculum to develop the interdisciplinary education,
offering common basic courses. These included not
only courses on research methods and research eth-
ics underlying humanities and social sciences, but
also internship and fieldwork courses for practical
education such as overseas studies, presentations in
academic conferences, data collection, and on-the-

job training.
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