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Chiba University Hospital traces its origins to Kyo-
ritsu Hospital, which was established in 1874 with
donations from supporters in Chiba Town and two
neighboring villages. Since then the hospital has
been committed to providing superb medical ser-
vice, educating excellent medical professionals and
conducting state-of-the-art medical research. It will
mark the 150th anniversary of its foundation in 2024.

No major extension or renovation projects were
carried out for decades after the new hospital
opened in March 1978. However, in April 2004, when
Chiba University changed its legal status to a nation-
al university corporation, the hospital began intro-
ducing many new facilities and renovating old ones
in line with rapid advances in the medical field. The
aim is to provide more comfortable and satisfactory
service to patients.

Currently, the hospital comprises three ward
wings (West, South, and East), the Center for Outpa-
tient Health, and the Center for Treatment and Care,
totaling 35 clinical departments. To further mod-
ernize its facilities, the hospital plans to establish a
new Clinical Nutrition department building and ex-
tend and renovate the West Wing by fiscal 2026. This
significant undertaking will mark the completion of
a 20-year extension / renovation project.

To deal with the COVID-19 pandemic, the hos-
pital secured up to 60 beds in two wards, allowing
for the accommodation of more than 1,000 patients

with moderate and severe symptoms, or up to 48 in a
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single day. Consequently, it temporarily imposed re-
strictions on operations, outpatient examinations,
and inpatient admissions. Nonetheless, under the
slogan of “providing advanced medical care even
while treating COVID patients”, the hospital played
a role as “the last resort in regional medical care”
during successive waves of infections.

When COVID-19 vaccines became available, the
hospital established the COVID-19 Vaccine Center,
focusing on vaccinating hospital staffers first. The
hospital then conducted research on the effective-
ness of vaccination among its staffers, and dissem-
inated the results, which confirmed increases in the
antibody titer among the vaccinated, via the me-
dia. This helped inform the public about infection
prevention measures, including the importance of
vaccination. The hospital also established a joint re-
search department with a company to develop mu-
cosal vaccine and foster human resources. This in-
novative vaccine prevents the invasion of pathogens
by administering the vaccine through a nasal spray.

Despite the challenges posed by the pandemic, the
hospital remained committed to pursuing advanced
medical care. Since 2021, it has been expanding its
treatment possibilities to meet the demands of the
times by establishing a new emergency and critical
care center, expanding operating rooms including a
hybrid operating room, and introducing a high-pre-
cision cancer radiation therapy system for the first

time in Japan.
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