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Mission

Chiba University Graduate School of Medicine /
School of Medicine contributes to the health and
welfare of humanity, develops talented medical pro-
fessionals and researchers who will lead the next
generation, and continues to take on the challenge of

overcoming diseases and elucidating life phenomena.

Looking back over the past 15 years since the pub-
lication of the 135th-anniversary commemorative
journal of the Chiba University School of Medicine,
it can be said that the School of Medicine and Gradu-
ate School of Medicine have been in the midst of two
major trends, one of which is the “institutionalization
of national universities”, a reform that began in 2004
that touches on the fundamentals of education. Fiscal
year 2009 was the final year of the first medium-term
target period, and the following year, fiscal year
2010, was the second medium-term target period,
in which a “redefinition of the mission” was carried
out for each field of each university. The third medi-
um-term target period began in 2016, and the “three
priority support frameworks” were established for
national university operating expenses grants. Chiba
University was one of the 16 universities selected to
“promote outstanding education and research on a
par with the world’s top universities”, and at the same
time, the university is aiming to become a “Designat-
ed National University Corporation”.

Another example is the Japan Accreditation
Council for Medical Education (JACME), which was
established in December 2015 with the aim of estab-

lishing field-specific evaluations of medical educa-
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tion. In September 2010, the NGO Educational Com-
mission for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG)
announced that “from 2023, only those who gradu-
ated from medical schools accredited in accordance
with international standards will be eligible to ap-
ply”. It all stems from the so-called “2023 problem”,
whose notification shocked Japan’s medical commu-
nity. From medical education emphasizing “what to
teach”, to establishing a “mission” of “determining
for what purpose and what kind of doctors are we
providing training?”, and the entrance examination
and educational content are the measures required
to achieve that mission. In Japan, the average peri-
od of clinical training is 48 weeks, but in the United
States, some states require a period of 72 weeks or
more, which has also attracted attention. Chiba Uni-
versity School of Medicine also has a clinical train-
ing period that is short compared to international
standards. This led to a movement toward curricu-
lum reform that aimed to enhance the clinical train-
ing period in Japan at the time by setting it at around
72 weeks. Our university underwent a trial examina-
tion in 2014, but JACME was officially certified as a
public organization by WFME in 2016.
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