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The Faculty of Law and Economics, the predecessor of the
Faculty of Law, Politics and Economics, was established in April
1981 as the only specialized department in the university re-
sponsible for research and education in the field of social sci-
ences. Since then, rapid social changes, including internation-
alization, the rise of information technology, the aging society
and declining birthrate, and the diversification of environmen-
tal problems, have given rise to new social issues, and respond-
ing to these issues has become an urgent task. Accordingly, the
Department of Policy Studies was established in April 1999 to
address these issues from a policy science perspective.

In order to meet societal demand for the development of hu-
man resources capable of tackling a range of issues arising from
the further progress of globalization and informatization, the
Faculty of Law and Economics was reorganized into the Facul-
ty of Law, Politics and Economics in April 2014 with the aim of
“deepening expertise while maximizing the merits of the ex-
isting Faculty of Law and Economics as a social science faculty
complex, and developing a cross-disciplinary curriculum by in-
termingling expertise in a wide range of fields and developing a
broad-based curriculum for cultivating global human resources
who possess the problem-solving ability to read the times and
demonstrate leadership skills by utilizing comprehensive so-
cial science knowledge”. This reorganization allowed for the
intermingling of specialties (which had been limited under the
three-department system of the Faculty of Law and Economics)
by creating one department and four courses (Major in Law, Ma-

jor in Economics, Major in Management and Accounting, and
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Major in Politics and Policy Sciences) in the Faculty of Law, Pol-
itics and Economics. The overall aim was to improve the quality
of undergraduate education through the integration of knowl-
edge from the social sciences.

Even before the reorganization of the Faculty of Law, Politics
and Economics in 2014, it had been recognized that the sepa-
ration of the educational and faculty organizations and the
establishment of the Graduate School of Social Sciences were
essential to enhance undergraduate education; the reorganiza-
tion of the Faculty and the establishment of the Graduate School
of Social Sciences were conceived as inseparable. Accordingly,
in April 2017, the Graduate School of Social Sciences was newly
established as a faculty organization, and the Faculty of Law,
Politics and Economics, which had previously served as both a
faculty organization and an educational organization, became
an educational organization to which students belong. Full-time
faculty members from the Faculty of Law, Politics and Econom-
ics and the Law School now belong to the Graduate School of
Social Sciences, bringing together education and research in
the fields of law, economics, management and accounting, and
politics and policy from the former, and specialized legal stud-
ies from the latter; in this manner, a novel organizational man-

agement structure has been created.
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