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ISR

A center for humanities to elucidate human beings,
society, and culture from various angles

The Faculty of Letters was established in April 1981 by sep-
arating the then Faculty of Humanities into the Faculty of Law
and Economics and the Faculty of Letters. Initially, there were
three divisions: Behavioral Sciences, Historical Studies, and Lit-
erature, but in 1994, the Division of Literature was divided into
the Division of Japanese Culture Studies and the Division of In-
ternational Languages and Cultures, resulting in a four-division
system. In 2016, the four divisions were consolidated into the
Division of Humanities, which offered four distinct courses: the
Behavioral Sciences Course, the Historical Studies Course, the
Japanese and Eurasian Cultures Course, and the International
Languages and Cultures Course. The following year, in 2017,
alongside the reorganization of the graduate school, the facul-
ty organization and educational organization were separated to
establish the Graduate School of Humanities.

The educational objectives of the Faculty of Letters are stated
in the “Regulations of the Faculty of Letters, Chiba University”
as follows:

“The Faculty of Letters primarily engages in the study of hu-
manities, i.e., the study of human beings and the cultures they
create, specifically focusing on the questions surrounding human
nature, the mechanisms of human thought, perception and cog-
nition, the processes of cultural formation and its characteristics,
the dynamics of human relationships in society, the chronological
transformations of culture and society, and the distinctive fea-
tures of languages and cultures in various regions of the world.
Through the acquisition of essential knowledge and skills required

for this research, the Faculty of Letters aims to cultivate individu-
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Seminar

International internship in Taiwan

Xk

Document investigation

HAHE

Field investigation

TERF

als who can examine the roots of society and culture,
ultimately providing society with well-educated indi-
viduals who can contribute to society”.

Since the reorganization in 2016, while maintain-
ing the aforementioned educational objectives, in
order to develop individuals capable of addressing
the challenges of today’s society, the Faculty of Let-
ters has been striving to cultivate independent prob-
lem-solving skills based on interdisciplinary, inter-
national, and social perspectives, and working on
curriculum reforms such as expanding internship
and fieldwork courses, and promoting cross-course
enrollment.

In conjunction with the adoption of the “Applied
Humanities Program for Cultivating Global Lead-
ers” as part of “the WISE Program” promoted by the
Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology in 2019,
the faculty has been play-
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ing an increasingly im-
portant role as a center for

education and research in
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Outstanding graduation thesis
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