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CHAPTER 7

RESPONSE AND CHALLENGES TO
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

SECTION 1: INFECTIOUS DISEASE
MEASURES FOR STUDENTS AND
FACULTIES

In the 21st century, we experienced three out-
breaks: tuberculosis in 2001, measles in 2007, and
HINT influenza in 2009. Based on these experiences,
we established a system for proactively conducting
epidemiological surveys, monitoring the vaccina-
tion records of students, agreeing upon suspension
of attendance or authorized absences for infected
students, and reporting from students and employ-
eesin the event of an outbreak / re-emergence of an
infectious disease.

During the COVID-19 pandemic from 2020 to 2022,
we maintained these three systems: 1) online case
reporting / health surveillance system for students
and employees, 2) mass vaccination for SARS-CoV-2
on campus, 3) infection control and mental health
support for students, faculty, and staff.

COVID-19 reporting / health surveillance was
conducted via e-mail, etc., and 3,920 students (2,377
infected students and 1,543 close contact students)
and 1,191 staff (686 infected staff and 505 close con-

tact staff) were monitored.
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Vaccination site

In the spring of 2021, universities were able to
set up workplace vaccination sites to accelerate the
vaccination of citizens with the SARS-CoV-2 vaccine.
Chiba University opened a vaccination site on cam-
pus on July 12, 2021, and vaccinated 25,151 students,
faculty, staff, etc.

In the spring of 2020, all schools in Japan were
closed, and Chiba University held lectures via on-
line classes. Annual health check-ups for students
were conducted through online questionnaires, and
chest X-ray examinations for freshmen were con-
ducted in March 2021.

The Safety and Health Organization formulated
“Infection Control Measures for Education and Re-
search Activities at Chiba University” based on the
guidelines of MEXT, and we offered advice on in-
fection control measures for the face-to-face classes.

This advice continued until May 2023.
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