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Before construction of Laboratory Animal Center
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Entrance to Center (1982)
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Laboratory Animal Center at time
of completion (1982)
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SECTION 3: EXPERIMENTAL ANIMAL
MANAGEMENT BY LABORATORY
ANIMAL CENTER

In April 1978, the Ministry of Education, Science,
Sports, and Culture approved the establishment of
the Laboratory Animal Center attached to the School
of Medicine as a shared facility on campus. In Sep-
tember 1982, the current Laboratory Animal Center
building was completed and full-scale operation
began. As a result, an experimental environment
using specific pathogen-free (SPF) animals was es-
tablished, making it possible to centrally manage
experimental animals.

The animal species used in experiments at the
time of completion included mice, rabbits, dogs,
cats, pigs, monkeys, and ducks. At present, due to
the spread of genetically modified animals, mice
and rats now account for more than 80% of the total.

Forty years have already passed since the com-
pletion of the Laboratory Animal Center, and it has
been repaired several times as it has aged. Due to
the efforts of our staff, we give consideration to an-
imal protection and welfare and maintain the SPF
status, and research papers based on animals raised
in the facility have been accepted by leading inter-
national journals. In order for Chiba University to
produce results as a research university, it is essen-
tial to develop research infrastructure, including
the Laboratory Animal Center, and we hope to intro-
duce future-oriented measures, including new con-

struction, renovation, and management of facilities.
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