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Collaborative learning with German students (2019)
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S8 @S / Part 1: University history1

SECTION 7: ACCEPTANCE AND
DISPATCH OF INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS

Acceptance

In 1983, a “Plan to Accept 100,000 International Students”
was announced. At that time, there were only around 10,000
international students in Japan, and only 106 at Chiba Univer-
sity. Following this, the International Student Center was estab-
lished (1991), and a short-term study abroad program (J-PAC)
was launched (1996). As a result, the number of international
students increased to 644 in 1995, and to 1,068 in 2010. Subse-
quently, due to the impact of the Great East Japan earthquake
and COVID-19, the number has remained flat at around 900, but

is expected to increase in the future.

In 1973, the Ministry of Education (at that time) launched an

Dispatch

overseas dispatch system (approx. one year). However, the num-
ber of Chiba University students dispatched remained low, and
until around 2012, there were only about 20 at most.

Under such circumstances, MEXT began to focus on dis-
patching students overseas in 2011. Chiba University was also
selected for a grant project. Moreover, in 2014, the number of
dispatched students was the highest among national univer-
sities for the fourth consecutive year (596 in the same year).
Furthermore, the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, which
was established in 2016, made it mandatory for all students to
study abroad. And in 2020, our “Study Abroad for All Students”
program was introduced for the entire university. It is expected
that after 2023, when the COVID-19 pandemic is drawing to an

end, overseas study abroad will become more active.
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