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SECTION 5: CHANGES IN THE GENERAL
EDUCATION AND ITS CURRICULUM

Chiba University emphasizes General Education in order to
assist students in acquiring the knowledge required to play an
active role in society and develop their judgment skills. Since
the abolition of the College of Arts and Sciences in 1994, there
have been two changes in the departments dealing with general
education.

In 2006, the Center for General Education was created. At the
same time, the Center for Language Education was established
as the center in charge of foreign language courses. In 2016,
the Center for the Promotion of Higher Education was founded
in the Institute for Excellence in Educational Innovation, and
since then, this center has been in charge of general education.

The Center for the Promotion of Higher Education has two
general goals with respect to general education.

1. To cultivate wide-ranging knowledge, encourage a critical
thinking mindset, and provide an enriching education that
will educate students to become active participants in the
modern, globalized and information-oriented society.

2. To arouse interest in learning from a broad perspective, and
through the deepening of that interest, to develop the abili-
ty to understand the academic and social positioning of each

student’s chosen field of specialization.
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To achieve these goals, we have created three divi-
sions within General Education: Courses for Global
Activities, Courses for Local Activities, and Courses
for Academic Research. These divisions include the
following courses.

- Courses for Global Activities - English and other
foreign languages, Courses for Global Literacies

- Courses for Local Activities - Courses for Sports
and Health, Courses for Local Literacies

- Courses for Academic Research - Liberal Arts and
Sciences Core courses, Liberal Arts and Sciences
Development courses, Courses for Mathematical
and Data Science

In addition, Common Basic Specialty Courses in-
cluding mathematics and statistics, physics, chem-
istry, biology and earth science are offered so that
the students of the Faculties of Science, Medicine,
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Engineering, Horticul-
ture, and Education can cultivate the basic knowl-
edge necessary for the more specialized studies con-

ducted in each faculty.
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