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SECTION 4: FOUNDATION OF
THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND
SCIENCES

We consider two situations in creating the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences in 2016. The first was to explore a new form of
liberal arts education based on the experience of general educa-
tion, which had undergone twists and turns since the abolition
of the College of Arts and Sciences in 1994. The second was how
to create a college / faculty that would lead the globalization of
Chiba University.

In the former case, in the search for a new liberal arts ed-
ucation, we introduced late specialization, mixed education
in the humanities / social sciences, natural sciences, and life
sciences issue-oriented education, and an orientation toward
self-designed majors. In the latter case, we reformed the En-
glish entrance examination, improved English education, fully
implemented the 6-term academic calendar, and made study
abroad mandatory to serve as a model for the globalization of

Chiba University, which was chosen as a Top Global University.
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The introduction of the SULA (Super University Learning Ad-
ministrator), a specialist in academic support, has been a pow-
erful force in realizing a learner-centered education.

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences was established with
a capacity of 90 students per academic year by transferring the
enrollment of students from the Faculties of Education, Letters,
Science, Engineering, and Horticulture. The faculty members
are from the three university-wide educational centers (Center
for General Education, Center for Language Education, and Cen-
ter for International Education), faculty members transferred
from various departments, and newly hired faculty members.
In 2017, the building of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
was completed and equipped with facilities to promote active
learning.

The university has recognized the active, proactive, and com-
municative abilities of the students trained in the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences. Study abroad, English language ed-
ucation reform, and smart learning will be promoted through
the ENGINE Plan by 2020. In this sense, the establishment of
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences means forming a pilot

faculty for university-wide educational reform.
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