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SECTION 3: FIELDS OF HUMANITIES
(ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LAW SCHOOL
AND THE FACULTY OF LAW, POLITICS
AND ECONOMICS)

In April 1981, the Faculty of Law and Economics, which was
established through the reorganization of the Faculty of Hu-
manities, included the Department of Law, the Department of
Economics, and, starting from April 1999, the Department of
Policy Studies.

In June 2001, the Judicial System Reform Council recom-
mended the establishment of a specialized professional grad-
uate school, the Graduate School of Law, to provide advanced
professional education that integrates legal education, the bar
exam, and legal training. This was proposed with the aim of
establishing the human infrastructure required for the judicia-
ry to fulfill its role in 21st-century society. In March 2003, the
criteria for its establishment were provided by the Ministry of

Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT).
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Chiba University established a preparatory committee for the
establishment of the Graduate School of Law within the Facul-
ty of Law and Economics, and as a result of deliberations and
preparations toward its establishment, in June 2003, an applica-
tion for the establishment of the Law School, with an admission
capacity of 50 students and 19 full-time professors / Assistant
Professors, was submitted to the Minister of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science, and Technology. In November of the same year,
approval was granted for the establishment of the Law School,
and from April 2004, it became an independent unit with a sep-
arate faculty council, operating independently from the Faculty
of Law and Economics.

Regarding undergraduate education, in response to recom-
mendations from the Central Council for Education in 2008 and
2012, which called for the qualitative transformation of under-
graduate education through systematization and organization,
the Faculty of Law and Economics established a Future Planning
Committee to consider restructuring the faculty. In September
2013, approval was granted by MEXT for the restructuring of the
Faculty into the Faculty of Law, Politics and Economics, which
began operating in April 2014 with an admission capacity of 370
students. In addition, from the academic year 2017, a reorgani-
zation of the faculty organization took place for faculty mem-
bers who previously belonged to the Faculty of Law, Politics and
Economics and the Law School, who now belong to the Graduate
School of Social Sciences. Within this Graduate School, facul-
ty members are divided into three research divisions: Law Re-
search Division (with 30 faculty members), Economics Research
Division (with 28 faculty members), and Political Science and

Policy Research Division (with 16 faculty members).
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