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Academic Link Center

SECTION 4: LAUNCH OF ACADEMIC
LINK CENTER AND EDUCATION /
LEARNING SUPPORT

The Academic Link, launched in conjunction
with the renovation of the university’s main library,
was Chiba University’s response to the societal de-
mands pertaining to human resource development
in higher education, and inherits the spirit of the
Chiba University Charter. The Academic Link, with
its core mission of fostering “creative-thinking stu-
dents”, endeavors to achieve this objective through
the integration of three key elements: a comfortable
and adaptable learning environment capable of ac-
commodating diverse student learning styles, an
extensive collection of learning resources (content),

and a diverse pool of personnel to support the utili-
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zation and facilitation of these resources and learn-
ing. This initiative has garnered significant acclaim,
being recognized as a novel expression of library
functionality within the university landscape.

The Academic Link Center was established in
FY2011 through collaboration among the university
library, the computer center (IMIT at that time, cur-
rently known as CUDTEC), and the Center for Gener-
al Education (currently known as the Institute for Ex-
cellence in Educational Innovation Cabinet, Center
for the Promotion of Higher Education). This center
has been dedicated to a variety of learning support
activities, primarily targeting undergraduate stu-
dents, through collaborative efforts in its three main
functions: the “Active Learning Space”, the “Content
Lab”, and the “Teaching Hub”. Starting from FY2015,
the center expanded its scope to include graduate
students. Each of the functions evolved into the “En-
hanced Learning Support”, “Digital Scholarship De-
velopment”, and “Research Commons Promotion”
initiatives, respectively. Furthermore, in 2015, the
Center received recognition as a Joint Usage / Educa-
tion Center from the Minister of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science, and Technology, and has since been
implementing specialized programs for cultivating
professionals engaged in educational and academic
support in the university. In October 2020, the Aca-
demic Link Matsudo was opened following renova-
tion of the Matsudo branch of the university library.

As a testament to its longstanding efforts, the Ac-
ademic Link Center and the university library were
honored with the prestigious Library of the Year Li-
brarianship award for the year 2022, which is the first

such distinction bestowed upon a university library.
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